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February 20, 1971

My, Jeffrey Ling

First Secretary
British Exnbassy DOS REVIEWED 19-Aug-2010: NO OBJECTION TO DECLASSIFICATION

Desr Jeflrey:

The enclosed letter from Seneral Haig
to Mr. Armstrong is in response to the
lotter which was band delivered to
General Haig on February 1T0h, I
would appreciate your forwardiag it to

Mr. Armstrong.
Many thanks.
Sincersly,
Rebert G. Houdek
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CONFIDENTIAL, February 18, 1971

Dear Mr. Armstroug:

Thank you for your lstter of February 8§ which was delivered

to me by hand yesterday. I, of course, remember very well our
convarsstion of Fabruary 3 and the subssquent srrangements
mada for the telephone discussion betwesn the Prime Minister
and the President, Preparations for the discussion required

the provision of background material to the President and the
sllocation of & specific hour for the call on the President's
calsadar.

Although we anticipated that the Prime Minister's call would

be processed through the sscure channel, at the last minute the
Presideat preferred to conduct the discussion on an open line,
His decision was msrely s manifostation of personal preference
for the chanoel 1o which he feels more comifortable. Unfor.
tunataly, with the last-minute shift here, it moay have appesred
that thors was same confusion st this end.

I want to assvre you that thare are no techoleal problems with
the seeure system whick served us so well during your call to
ma and duriag ssrlier calls between Downing Street and the
White House st the time of the Jordanias crisis. There was
certainly no fallurs on your part in the processing of tha call,
The sole problem whs the unexpacied declelon of the President
to condugt the conversation on an open line. In the future, 1

| thiulr. we will have te keep the President's prefsrenge la mind

: when the sensitivity of issues is marginal. We can remain
assured that the securs line is operative for those occasions

| when there is abeolutely ne alterastive. In such cases, we will

| Mb&wmdynhm:hbofmmm.euumm

| Presidont.
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1 am very sorry if the unforeseen change hare caused diffi.
culties at your end, and am most grateful that you took the
troubls to review our procedures.

Baet regards,

/5l
Alexander M. Hailg, Jr.
Brigadier Genaral, U.8. Army

Deputy Assistant to the President
for National Security Affairs

Mr. Robert Armstrong
Priscipal Privaie Secretary
to the Prima Minister

10 Downing Straet
Whitehall, Londoa, Eaglaand
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